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nondiscrimination policies: 
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Instructions for 9th
 Grade Online Registration and Course Selection at Blacksburg HS 

 

On January 8, 2018, the eighth graders attended an information session on course             

selections for freshman year specifically and high school. They received a Guidance            

Handbook with course descriptions and regulations, as well as a registration card to assist              

them in planning for 2018-19. The core teachers have been given the registration cards to               

make recommendations for course levels they believe the students are prepared to take next              

year. Please note the recommendations are being made without the knowledge—in most            

instances—of your student’s extracurricular, leisure, and family responsibilities. For         

example, a student could be recommended for three Honors courses but may have the time               

to handle two in 9th grade. 

 

We anticipate the registration cards will be returned to your student on January 19 with the                

recommendations for you and your student to discuss. We will have our Orientation /              

Curriculum Night on January 16 at 6:30 pm and will meet in the BHS Auditorium.               

Students and parents will then have the opportunity to meet with faculty in our academic               

areas and see displays about our Career and Technical Education programs. 

 

The Portal Class Registration window will open on January 17 at 9 pm and will be open                 

until January 21 at 9 pm for you to select courses for 2018-19. For those who do not have                   

internet access, you will be able to see your BMS school counselor who can help you enter                 

the courses at school. You will need to complete the registration card before doing so.               

Selections may be made any time during this time period. Selections are not granted on a                

first-come, first-served basis. 

 

All eighth graders must have their respective registration forms with them to turn in to the                

BHS counselors when they meet with them on the dates listed below through Science 8               

classes. The BHS counselors will review the selections accordingly and make adjustments if             

necessary. The required HPE 9 class will already be selected in Portal Class Registration. 

 

Typically, each student will choose six courses / credits in addition to the math placement               

and HPE 9 class to fill the eight blocks (plus alternate courses). PLEASE NOTE: Those               

students who will be placed in double block English or mathematics courses including             

Algebra I parts I and II and/or Progressive English 9 and English 9 will make fewer choices. 

 

BHS Counselors in BMS Grade 8 Civics Classes 

● January 22 (Quesenberry) 

● January 23 (Nelson) 

● January 24 (Bonds) 

Course Verification and Adjustment Dates Opportunities to review and/or make changes in             

course selections will take place first in March and finally in May. You will receive detailed                

instructions at a later date, including deadlines to request changes. 

 

Schedules for 2018-19 will be mailed through the US Postal Service in mid-July. 

 

*Dates may be adjusted due to unexpected school closings. 

 

1 



 

Instructions for Rising Grades 10-12 online Registration and Course Selection at           

Blacksburg HS  

 

On January 26, 2018, the students attended an information session on course selections for              

2018-19. They received a Guidance Handbook with course descriptions and regulations, as            

well as a registration card to assist them in planning for 2018-19. They should have current                

core teachers make recommendations for course levels on the card which they believe the              

students are prepared to take next year. Please note the recommendations are being made              

without the knowledge—in most instances—of the student’s extracurricular, leisure, and          

family responsibilities. For example, a current sophomore could be recommended for three            

AP courses but may have the time to handle two in the junior year. 

 

We expect the completed registration cards to be returned with parent signatures on the              

assigned dates (please see below) for the students of the respective grade so their counselor               

can confirm the appropriate courses are entered in the Power School system. For students              

without internet access at home, they should have the form with them at the assigned time to                 

meet with the counselor so he/she can enter the selections in Power School. The Portal               

window will be open on the following dates to select courses for 2017-18. For current               

freshmen, the window will be open from 1/29-2/4, for current sophomores 1/30-2/5. For             

juniors 10/31-2/6. For rising sophomores, Health and PE 10 w/Driver Ed will appear in              

Portal as will Economics and Personal Finance for rising juniors. Selections may be made              

any time during these time periods. Selections are not granted on a first-come, first served               

basis. 

 

Typically, each student will choose seven courses / credits in addition to the math placement               

to fill the eight blocks. However, students who will be placed in double block English or                

mathematics courses including Geometry parts I and II and/or Progressive English 10 and             

English 10 will make fewer choices. 

 

February 5 and 6—School Counselors will meet with current freshmen to go over completed              

registration forms and selections in Portal during HPE 9 classes. 

 

February 7 and 8—School Counselors will meet with current sophomores to go over             

completed registration forms and selections in Portal during HPE 10 classes. To register for a               

Dual Enrollment course through NRCC, a student must have a confirmation copy that your              

NRCC application is completed. 

 

February 9 and 12—School counselors will meet with current juniors to go over completed              

registration forms and selections in Portal through junior English classes. To register for a              

Dual Enrollment course through NRCC, a student must be currently enrolled in at least one               

NRCC DE course or must have a confirmation copy that your NRCC application is completed. 

 

Course Verification and Adjustment Dates will take place in mid-March (first time), then in              

May.  Information on course verification will be announced at a later time. 

 

Course schedules for 2018-19 will be mailed through the US Postal Service in mid-July.  

 

* Dates may be adjusted due to unexpected school closings. 
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Forward 

 

This booklet has been prepared as a handy guide to give additional clarity 

to the information provided in the registration materials.  It is designed to 

give an idea of where courses may lead you and, specifically, the effects on 

your future plans of not taking certain courses.  As you plan for high 

school, take advantage of as many options as possible.  Don’t take the 

easiest route; it may not lead to your goal.  Hard work and a challenging 

curriculum will lead to expanded opportunities for you. 

 

It is hoped you will use the guidance services on a regular basis.  

 

There are many questions that students and parents continue to ask.  This 

booklet provides answers to many often asked questions.  Every question is 

important; therefore, parents should not hesitate to make an appointment 

counselors whenever needed.  

 

 

How to Use the Course Description Booklet  

 

 

The booklet gives you the information needed for registration for next year’s classes. Review all parts                

of the booklet before you make selections. Study carefully the diploma requirements and the course               

descriptions. After reading the booklet and discussing it with your parents, you should do the               

following: 

 

1. Be certain you understand what is expected of you in each class –             

prerequisites,sequence of courses, interest  and skills necessary for success. 

2. Select your courses carefully keeping in mind your future interests and goals. The             

courses you choose must be the ones you plan to take since the master schedule will be built on                   

the courses you select and personnel and facilities will be planned accordingly. Schedule       

changes may not be possible. 

3. Review credits you have earned to be certain that you are meeting graduation             

requirements. 

4. Complete the Registration Form accurately. 

5. Changes will be made only according to the guidelines outlined under SCHEDULING            

INFORMATION. 
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Blacksburg High School Profile 

3401 Bruin Lane Blacksburg VA  24060 

Main Office (540) 951-5706 Fax (540) 951-5714 

Guidance (540) 951-5715 Fax (540) 951-5778 

 

Principal Assistant Principals School Counselors 

Brian Kitts Guylene Wood-Setzer Kate Buchanan 9th - 12th Grades, A - D 

 Adam Simpson Chad Cox 9th-12th Grades, E-L 

Todd Lewis Emily Dwoyer  9th - 12th Grades, M - R 

Shelley Blumenthal, Lead Counselor      9th 
- 12th 

Grades, S - Z 

 

Carolyn Noble, Guidance Administrative Assistant 

Tammy Wright, Registrar Erica Sheppard, Testing Assistant 

 

CEEB Number:  470225 

Department of Education Number:  0760 

 

SCHOOL: Blacksburg High School is a comprehensive school with a wide range of academic and career and                

technical education courses, and 1,205 students. Historically, approximately 90% of the graduates attend             

college upon graduation - 70% to four-year colleges. Virginia Tech, the largest university in Virginia, is                

located in Blacksburg, a town with a population of 45,000. Academic excellence is shown by College                

Board and state test scores, and encouraged by great parental interest and support. Blacksburg High               

School won the Wells Fargo Cup for Academics in the 3A state classification in 2016-17 and 2014-15 and                  

has won the Wells Fargo Cup for athletics (“the state champions’ state champion”) on twelve occasions                

since 1989-1990 including 2016-17 and five of the past seven years. 

 

ACCREDITATION: Blacksburg High School, a public secondary school, is accredited by the Virginia State             

Department of Education and the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

 

CLASS RANK:Rank is computed on a 4.0 scale each September and May for the Senior Class and each September for the                     

Junior Class. For the purpose of college admission, first semester senior year grades will be mailed when                 

requested in mid-February. All high school courses, with the exception of Driver’s Education and any               

course Pass/Fail, are included in the calculation of grade point average, including subjects failed. All               

Advanced Placement and approved Dual Enrollment and other approved college/university courses are            

weighted one (1) additional point in the calculation. Secondary school courses taken in middle school and                

on the transcript (e.g. Algebra I, Geometry, French I, Latin I, and Spanish I) are included in class rank and                    

grade average. 

 

-R = No credit for courses repeated that were previously passed. 

 -E = Loss of credit due to not taking SOL Test in course. 

 

Transcripts show the following levels of difficulty: 

AP = Advanced Placement, H = Honors, DL = Distance Learning 

Dual Enrollment (DE) and Collegiate/University Courses are indicated where appropriate and           

listed DE. 

 

AP COURSES:Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Computer Science A, Computer Science Principles, Statistics, Chemistry (2              

class blocks), Biology (2 class blocks), Physics (2 class blocks), Environmental Science (2 class blocks),               

European History, U.S. History, U.S. Government and Politics, World History, English Language and             

Composition (11th Grade), English Literature and Composition (12th Grade), Psychology, three Art            

courses, Spanish, French 

 

VIRTUAL VIRGINIA AP COURSES: English Literature, English Language and Composition, Human Geography,            

World History, US History, US and Comparative Government and Politics, European History, Statistics,             

Calculus AB, Calculus BC, Computer Science A, Physics 1, Physics 2, Biology, Chemistry, Environmental              

Science, Chinese Language and Culture, French, Spanish, Latin: Vergil, Psychology, Art History 
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AP SCORES:  Scores three or higher:    2004 - 83%     2007 - 85% 2010 - 90%        2013 - 86% 2016 - 82% 

2005 - 86%     2008 - 84%         2011 - 88%        2014 - 86%       2017 - 86%  

2006 - 85%     2009 - 90% 2012 - 89%  2015 - 91%  

  

  

HONORS AND ADVANCED COURSES: Dual Enrollment Transfer Courses with New River Community College:             

Math 163-Pre-Calculus/Math 271-Applied Calculus I (DE Math I through 2013-2014), DE Calculus (since 2014-2015),              

English 111-112-English Composition I-II (11th or 12th grades), English 243-244-Survey of English Literature I-II (12th               

grade); English 9 Honors, English 10 Honors; Geography and History of the World I Honors and II Honors. In addition,                    

Honors Biology I, Honors Chemistry I, Honors Earth Science, Geometry Honors, Algebra II Honors, Math               

Analysis/Pre-Calculus Honors (name changed to Math Analysis in 2014-2015). Also, Physics, Biology II: Advanced              

Survey, Calculus (prior to 2014-2015), and four years of foreign language (French, Latin, and Spanish may also be taken in                    

8th grade; and Spanish VI is offered for those with high school credit in 7th and 8th grades). 

  

HIGHEST LEVEL COURSES OFFERED: Art - AP Studio Art; English - AP English Language and Composition (11th                 

Grade), AP English Literature and Composition (12th Grade), DE English Composition (11th or 12th grade), and DE Survey                  

of English Literature (12th grade); Mathematics – DE Calculus (since 2014-2015), AP Calculus AB, AP Calculus BC, AP                  

Computer Science (since 2015-16), and AP Statistics, DE Pre-Calculus and Calculus (prior to 2014-15); Social Studies - AP                  

European History, AP World History, AP United States History, AP Government (AP U.S. Government and Politics), AP                 

Psychology; Physical Science (2 blocks and credits) - AP Physics, AP Chemistry; Biological Science (2 blocks and credits) -                   

AP Biology, AP Environmental Science; Foreign Languages – American Sign Language IV, AP French, German IV, AP                 

Latin through Virtual Virginia, AP Spanish and Spanish VI.       

 

  

CURRICULUM: The curriculum at Blacksburg High School offers a rigorous college-preparatory track for             

college-bound students and a wide selection of career and technical and work training courses. Talents and skills are                  

developed through a variety of academic work in: art, music, career and technical education, work and family studies, and                   

various trade and industrial courses. Special education is provided, and faculty, peer, and student tutorial assistance are                 

available free to students. Students may apply for a limited number of slots in the Southwest Virginia Governor’s School                   

half day STEM program for 11th and 12th grades. 

  

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS: Candidates for graduation are required to earn a minimum of 22 units of credit in                 

grades 9-12. Eighteen of the 22 are specified. The Advanced Studies Diploma (26 credits) is available for those who meet                    

requirements of 22 specified courses including foreign language.  

  

KEY TO GRADING SYSTEM 

A = 90 - 100 

B = 80 - Less than 90 

C = 70 - Less than 80 

D = 60 - Less than 70 

F = Below 60 

P = Pass (used primarily for students taking courses outside the United States; also home schooled student transfer                  

courses and courses transferred from non-accredited schools). Credit may be awarded based on successful performance by                

examination. Pass/Fail grades are not included in grade average and class rank. Recently, Economics and Personal                

Finance credit is evaluated with pass/fail. 
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We welcome the opportunity to talk with and be of help to students and parents.  Please call 540-951-5715 during school 

hours, Monday thru Friday, to schedule an appointment with a counselor.  Summer hours will be posted on the website. 

 

I.  SCHOOL COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE PROGRAM IN VIRGINIA 

The counseling and guidance program is designed to promote academic/educational, personal/social, and career             

development. As an integral part of the K-12 school program, counseling and guidance builds a foundation for learning                  

based on: 

♦  Positive attitudes toward school and learning  

♦  Personal responsibility 

♦  Respect for self and others 

♦  Knowledge and skills for employment 

 

Research indicates that counseling and guidance programs: 

♦  Improve academic achievement 

♦  Enhance educational and career planning and school-to-work transition 

♦  Foster positive attitudes toward school, learning, and work 

♦  Increase acquisition and application of conflict resolution skills 

♦  Decrease dropouts 

 

WHAT DOES THE SCHOOL COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE PROGRAM PROVIDE STUDENTS? 

 

School counselors: 

♦  Help resolve problems that interfere with learning 

♦  Counsel individuals and groups 

♦  Conduct guidance learning activities 

♦  Facilitate educational planning 

♦  Provide career planning and vocational educational opportunities 

♦  Make available information on financial aid and college planning 

♦  Support students with special needs 

♦  Offer crisis intervention and prevention 

 

Students may be referred to the counselor by self, teacher, parent, administrator, friend, or agency. 

 

WHAT DOES THE SCHOOL COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE PROGRAM PROVIDE PARENTS? 

 

A positive relationship between school and home fosters the academic, social, and emotional growth of children.                

Counselors invite parents to meet with them concerning their children. 

 

School counselors: 
♦  Involve parents 

♦  Inform parents of situations or behaviors that may harm their child or others 

♦  Conduct workshops of interest to parents 

♦  Provide referral information about community resources 

♦  Protect the privacy of information shared by parents and students 

 

II.  SPECIAL SERVICES AT BHS 

 

GROUP GUIDANCE TESTING SCHOOL RECORDS 

- Orientation to BHS and Guidance - Virginia Wizard - Plan of studies to meet graduation 

- Career Planning/Counseling - State Testing Program (SOL)   requirements & postsecondary plans 

- College Day - College Entrance Testing - Maintenance of student records  

- Topics requested by   (PSAT) - Development of new student files  

     students/teachers    - Additional test interpretation - Transcripts of grades 

   - Post Secondary Planning  -Career Cruising  - Transfer of records to other schools, 

  parents, and legal authorities 
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Regarding School Guidance and Counseling Programs in the Public Schools of Montgomery County. 

 

1. Pursuant to the Standards of Quality, each school shall make reasonably available, to all students the following                 

guidance and counseling services: 

 

a. Academic guidance, which assists students and their parents to acquire knowledge of the curricula choices               

available to students, to plan a program of studies, to arrange and interpret academic testing, and to seek                  

post-academic opportunities; 

 

b. Career guidance, which helps students to acquire information and plan action about work, jobs, 

apprenticeships, and post-secondary educational and career opportunities; 

 

c. Personal/social counseling, which assists a student to develop an understanding of themselves, the rights              

and needs of others, how to resolve conflict and define individual goals, reflecting their interests, abilities                

and aptitudes. Such counseling may be provided either (1) (e.g...all grade levels) in which generic issues                

of social development are addressed or (2) through structured individual or small group multi-session              

counseling which focuses on the specific concerns of the participant(s) (e.g., divorce, abuse or aggressive               

behavior). 

 

2. No student shall be required to participate in any counseling program to which the student’s parents object. 

 

3. Written notification shall be provided, at least annually, to parents about the academic and career guidance and                 

personal/social counseling programs which are available to their children. 

 

a. The notification shall include the purpose and general description of the programs, information regarding              

ways parents may review materials to be used in the guidance and counseling programs at their child’s                 

school and information about the procedures by which parents may limit their child’s participation in               

such programs. 

 

b. Counseling techniques shall be prohibited which are beyond the scope of the professional certification or               

training of counselors, including hypnosis, or other psychotherapeutic techniques that are normally            

employed in medical or clinical settings and focus on mental illness or psychopathology. 

 

c. Information and records of personal/social counseling shall be kept confidential and separate from a              

student’s educational records and not disclosed to third parties without prior parental consent or as               

otherwise provided by law. 

 

4. Personal/social counseling shall have a procedure by which parents can elect in writing to have their child not                  

participate (opt-out). (At Blacksburg High School, the opt-out form can be obtained through the Main Office or                 

the Guidance Office). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montgomery County Public Schools designate directory information as being a student’s name, address, telephone              

number, date and place of birth, participation in officially recognized sports and activities, weight and height of members                  

of athletic teams, degrees, honors and awards received, school and dates of attendance, grade in school and program of                   

study. Montgomery County Public Schools may disclose directory information about a student without the consent of                

either the student or his/her parents unless the parent or student has properly objected to the release. Directory                  

information shall not be released for inappropriate commercial use. 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

CLUBS 

ABC – A Better Community 

ACE/Quiz Bowl Club 

Acoustic Music 

American Club 

American Sign Language Honor Society 

Anime Club 

Asian Culture Club 

Art Guild 

Beta Club 

Biology Investigations 

Black Awareness 

Book Club 

Chess Club  

Chinese Connections Club 

Christian Fellowship Club 

Club Green 

Clubs Club 

Cornhole Club 

Cultural Cuisine 

3-D Puzzle Club 

DECA 

FBLA  

FCCLA 

FFA 

FFA Officers 

French Club 

French National Honor Society 

Future Educators of America 

Future Lawyers 

GSA 

German 

Habitat for Humanity 

Helping Hands 

Heroes for Haiti 

Historical Research 

HOSA 

Interact Club 

International Thespian Society 

Key Club International  

Magic the Gathering Club 

Make a Change Club 

Mentor Club 

Minecraft Club 

Movie Production 

Multicultural Club 

Music Club 

NACHAC 

National Forensics League 

National Honor Society 

Operation Smile 

Origami Club 

Outdoor/Kayak Club 

Pennies for Peace 

Ping Pong Club 

Pokemon 

Random Acts of Kindness 

Roots & Shoots Club 

Science Fiction 

Scrabble Club 

Sign Language 

Skills USA  

Spanish National Honor Society 

Spirit Club 

Strings & Beads Club 

Student Knitting Organization 

Survival Club 

Theatre Arts Club 

TSA 

Video Game Club 

Yoga Club         YOVASO 

SPORTS 

 

FALL 

July 26, 2018 

Varsity Football 

JV Football 

Golf 

July 30, 2018 

Girls’ Varsity Volleyball 

Girls’ JV Volleyball 

Boys’ Cross Country 

Girls’ Cross Country 

Varsity Cheerleading * 

JV Cheerleading* 

 

WINTER 

November 5, 2018 

Boys’ Varsity Basketball 

Boys’ JV Basketball 

Boys’ Indoor Track 

Girls’ Indoor Track 

Boys’ Wrestling 

Boys’ Swimming/Dive 

Girls’ Swimming/Dive 

Girls’ Varsity Basketball 

Girls’ JV Basketball 

Varsity Cheerleading 

JV Cheerleading 

 

SPRING 

February 18, 2018 

Boys’ Varsity Baseball 

Boys’ JV Baseball 

Boys’ Outdoor Track 

Girls’ Outdoor Track 

Boys’ Varsity Soccer 

Boys’ JV Soccer 

Girls’ JV Soccer 

Girls’ Varsity Soccer 

Boys’ Tennis 

Girls’ Tennis 

Girls’ Varsity Softball 

Girls’ JV Softball 

Boys Varsity Lacrosse 

Girls Varsity Lacrosse 

 

 

VHSL Academic Competitions 

Debate, Forensics, Theatre, & Scholastic Bowl, Film Festival,        

Newspapers, Yearbook 

 

AVAILABLE ON VHSL WEBSITE 
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Virginia High School League Participation Eligibility 

For Transfers into BHS – Tell us if you are interested in participating in Virginia High                

School League Activities (e.g. interscholastic athletics, debate, forensics, one act play,           

scholastic bowl).  

The school in which the student transfers to (in this case, Blacksburg High School) must accept the                 

courses for credit from the school in which the student transferred from to count as the five subjects                  

passed for credit in the preceding semester for which eligibility is desired.  

A student who transfers from a school on a 4X4 block schedule to a school on a traditional schedule                   

too late in the semester to earn credit in an added fifth course may qualify under the Scholarship                  

Rule’s five-course requirement for the current semester at the receiving school if he/she was passing               

at least three credits on the block plan at the sending school at the time of the transfer. If that student                     

receives a passing final semester grade at the receiving school in at least three courses taken on the                  

block plan at the sending school, and takes at least five credit courses the next semester, that will meet                   

the scholarship requirement for that next semester.  

Questions about eligibility should be directed to Mr. Peter Lyell, Athletics Director, Blacksburg High              

School: peterlyell@mcps.org  540-951-5706, ext. 2010. 

 

INDIVIDUAL ELIGIBILITY RULES – from Virginia High School League 

 

To be eligible to represent your school in any VHSL interscholastic athletic contest, you-- 

• must be a regular bona fide student in good standing of the school you represent. 

• must be enrolled in the last four years of high school. (Eighth-grade students may be eligible for junior varsity.) 

• must have enrolled not later than the fifteenth day of the current semester. 

• for the first semester must be currently enrolled in not fewer than five subjects, or their equivalent, offered for                    

credit and which may be used for graduation and have passed five subjects, or their equivalent, offered for credit                   

and which may be used for graduation the immediately preceding year or the immediately preceding semester for                 

schools that certify credits on a semester basis. (Check with your principal for equivalent requirements). May not                 

repeat courses and receive an additional credit for eligibility purposes for which credit has been               

previously awarded.  

• for the second semester must be currently enrolled in not fewer than five subjects, or their equivalent, offered for                    

credit and which may be used for graduation and have passed five subjects, or their equivalent, offered for credit                   

and which may be used for graduation the immediately preceding semester. (Check with your principal for                

equivalent requirements.) 

• must sit out all VHSL competition for 365 consecutive calendar days following a school transfer unless the                  

transfer corresponded with a family move. (Check with your principal for exceptions.) 

• must not have reached your nineteenth birthday on or before the first day of August of the current school year. 

must not, after entering the ninth grade for the first time, have been enrolled in or been eligible for enrollment in                     

high school more than eight consecutive semesters. 

• must have submitted to your principal before any kind of participation, including tryouts or practice as a                  

member of any school athletic or cheerleading team, an Athletic Participation/Parental Consent/Physical            

Examination Form, completely filled in and properly signed attesting that you have been examined during this                

school year and found to be physically fit for athletic competition and that your parents’ consent to your                  

participation and concussion education. 

• must not be in violation of VHSL Amateur, Awards, All Star or College Team Rules. (Check with your principal                    

for clarification in regard to cheerleading.) 

Eligibility to participate in interscholastic athletics is a privilege you earn by meeting not only the above-listed minimum                  

standards, but also all other standards set by your League, district and school. If you have any question regarding your                    

eligibility or are in doubt about the effect an activity might have on your eligibility,  

 

LOCAL SCHOOL DIVISIONS AND VHSL DISTRICTS MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL STANDARDS TO           

THOSE LISTED ABOVE. 
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ENROLLMENT PROCEDURE 

 

Registration forms are online 

www.mcps.org/parents/registration 

 

Printed forms are provided if internet access is unavailable. 

Following completion of the Student Registration Form, please contact the 

Registrar for an appointment at 540-951-5715 

 

The parent or legal guardian must provide the following documents  

at the enrollment appointment: 

 

TWO Proofs of Residency (such as a utility bill, deed/lease) REQUIRED 

Student’s Birth Certificate 

If not a US citizen, Student’s Passport 

Student’s Immunization Record 

Custodial Documentation (if applicable) 

Copy of transcript/report card from previous school 

Photo ID of parent registering student 

 

 

What happens next?   

 

1. You will meet with the Registrar to submit the documentation above. 

 

2. Both Parent/Guardian & Student will sign some required forms, listed below: 

a. Acceptable Technology Use and Internet Safety Policy for Students 

b. e-Learning 1-to-1 Initiative Contract 

c. Code of Student Conduct Receipt 

d. Student Residency Questionnaire 

e. MCPS Health Information Form 

f. Affirmation Relating to Expulsion 

 

3. You will then meet with a counselor to request courses (for fall enrollments), or a 

class schedule will be created (for transfer students). 

  

11 



 

 

 

 

 

Vocational Certification 

 

The Montgomery County School Board recognizes the following as a prescribed course of study students may                

complete to receive a Vocational Certificate. One of the primary functions of this program is to assist these                  

students in acquiring job-entry skills. 

 

Vocational certification options will be available in the following areas: 

Agriculture Business Education Health Occupations 

Marketing Technology Education Work & Family Studies 

Building Trades Machine Technology Pre-Engineering 

Cosmetology Auto Mechanics 

Computer Networking/Hardware Education 

 

For information on specific diploma requirements, please see the VA Department of 

Education Website at http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/index.shtml 

 

DIPLOMA SEALS 

 

1. The Board of Education Career and Technical Seal will be awarded to students who demonstrate               

outstanding achievement in academic and career and technical studies. 

 

2. The Seal of Advanced Mathematics and Technology will be awarded to students who demonstrate              

outstanding achievement in mathematics and technology. 

 

3. Students who complete requirements for a Standard Diploma with an average grade of “A” will receive a                 

Board of Education Seal on the Diploma. 

 

4. Students who complete requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma with an average grade of “B”               

and successfully complete at least one advanced placement course (AP) or one college/university level              

course for credit will receive a Governor’s Seal on the Diploma. 

 

5. Board of Education Excellence in Civics Education Seal. Average grade of “B” in VA/US History and                

Government with 50 hours of community service.  

 

6. Board of Education Biliteracy Seal. Pass Reading and Writing SOL’s and proficient at             

intermediate-mid level in one or more languages than English.  
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY & VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION TESTING PROGRAMS 

 

Parents and students should familiarize themselves with testing information.  

 

PSAT 

The Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test is a multiple choice standardized test             

administered by the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Competition (NMSC) in the United States.               

It is currently offered at BHS in October to all sophomores and is optional (for a fee) for juniors that register by                      

the set deadline. 

 

Standards of Learning Tests 

 

Students must take the Standards of Learning tests in the four (4) core academic disciplines. These are                 

end-of-course tests, with the exception of English. 

 

ENGLISH: Students in the eleventh grade will be given two (2) separate tests: 

 reading/literature/research and writing, covering ninth through eleventh grade 

 English. 

MATHEMATICS: End-of-course tests will be given for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. 

SCIENCE: End-of-course tests will be given for Earth Science, Biology, and Chemistry. 

SOCIAL STUDIES: End-of-course tests will be given for Geography and History of the World (both 

units), and U.S. and Virginia History. 

 

Successful completion of a class and the attached SOL exam earns the student a verified credit. A Standard                  

Diploma requires 6 verified credits (1 each math, science, social studies, 2 English plus one of choice) and an                   

Advanced Diploma requires 9 verified credits (2 each math, science, social studies, English plus one of choice).                  

For more information on SOL requirements for graduation, please see the Graduation Requirements page. 

 

These tests are given to the students in mid-May. English Writing SOL's are given in March. Seniors, transfer                  

students, and students who have not made passing grades are given additional opportunities during the year in                 

order to take the exams.  Counselors will notify these students when testing will take place. 

Industry Credential: Students earning the Standard Diploma must have successfully completed an industry             

credential certification.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

13 



 

 

 

 

PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 

 

To be promoted from 9th
to 10th

grade at the highschool level, a student must pass English and at                   

least 4 other courses. A student is strongly encouraged to attend summer school if English is failed or                  

if two or more other academic courses are failed.  

 

To be promoted from 10th
to 11th

grade at the highschool level, a student must pass English and at                   

least 10 other courses. A student is strongly encouraged to attend summer school if English is failed                 

or if two or more other academic courses are failed.  

 

To be promoted from 11th
to 12th

grade at the highschool level, a student must pass English and at                   

least 16 other courses.  

 

Students will refrain from participating in class privileges unless classified in the appropriate grade. 

 

 

 

Additional Considerations for Transfer Students 

 

Students transferring into Montgomery County Public Schools from other instructional models will be             

assessed and their graduation requirements proportionally set to reflect their time in both             

Montgomery County Public Schools and their prior schools. 

 

Students transferring into a Virginia school division from another state shall be required to earn a                

minimum of 22 standard credits (6 of which must be verified credits) for graduation [which means                

the student must pass the appropriate state Standards of Learning (SOL) tests]. Each student’s prior               

record shall be evaluated to determine the number of credits previously earned and the number of                

additional credits required for graduation. Specified courses normally taken at lower levels shall not              

be required, provided the student has completed the courses required at those grade levels by the                

school division or state from which he or she transferred. Students transferring from states not giving                

credit for health and physical education shall not be required to repeat these credits. Students               

transferring after the beginning of their senior or 12th grade year shall be given every opportunity to                 

earn a standard or advanced studies diploma. If it is not possible for the student to meet the                  

requirements for a diploma, arrangements should be made for the student’s previous school to award               

the diploma. If this arrangement cannot be made, a waiver of verified credit requirements may be                

available to the student. 
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Special Education & Special Services 

 

                      Special Education Programs and Special Services include: 

 

Emotionally Disturbed Gifted and Talented 

Learning Disabilities Hearing Impaired 

Educable Mentally Handicapped Physical Therapy 

Trainable Mentally Handicapped Speech/Language 

Transition Services Visually Handicapped 

Vocational Assessment and help Other Health Impaired 

With Job Placement Orthopedically Impaired 

Occupational Therapy Counseling 

Learning Strategies Child Study Team 

504 Plans 

 

Blacksburg High School is currently operating the majority of its Special Education Programs             

following an inclusion model. For more information about these programs, please contact the Special              

Education Consulting Teacher at BHS. 

 

Student Withdrawal Procedure 

 

The student who plans to withdraw from school or transfer to another school should talk with his/her                 

counselor. If, after a conference with the counselor the decision to withdraw is final, the student will                 

be given a Withdrawal Form. It is the responsibility of the student to return all books, tablets or                  

chromebooks and chargers, and class materials to each teacher and to clear any obligations with the                

library, the bookkeeper and the Guidance office.  

 

Teachers will collect books, materials, and/or any monetary obligations due the school and sign the               

withdrawal form. Any obligations due must be reported on this form. Teachers will also give the                

letter/numerical grade for the student’s average for the current term to date of withdrawal. The               

completed form is returned to the Guidance office. 
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As you select your high school courses, you should think about your long-range             

educational and career goals. What do you want to do after you graduate from high               

school?  

 

Do you plan to go to a four year college or university? 

If so, you will need to complete the recommended college preparatory courses. Also, you should begin                

looking at college admission sites online to familiarize yourself with the admission requirements and              

program offerings of the schools that interest you. 

 

Do you plan to go to a two year technical or community college? 

If so, you will need to become aware of these colleges, their programs, and their requirements. There are                  

web addresses, catalogs and pamphlets in the Guidance office for you to use.  

 

Do you plan to get a job? 

If so, you will need to acquire occupational skills by taking vocational courses. In your junior and senior                  

years, you might want to get some on-the-job experience through one of the co-op programs. 

 

Do you plan to enter military service? 

If so, you will want to explore the many opportunities offered by the Armed Services with the military                  

recruiters who visit the Guidance Office regularly. 

 

Regardless of what your career objectives might be, it is important that you plan your high school                 

curriculum thoughtfully and carefully. A sample four year plan is provided so that you can outline a                 

tentative schedule for the coming years. Using the course directory and the sample four year plans                

included in this handbook, fill in the courses you hope to take and keep this form for future reference. 

 

CAREER PLANNING:  MATCHING YOURSELF TO THE WORLD OF WORK 

 

As you make plans for your education, you should be thinking about your future career plans. There are                  

more than 20,000 jobs to choose from, and a number of them could be right for you. Choosing a career is                     

an important decision, so take the time in high school to fully explore all possibilities. There are several                  

ways you can begin to plan a career. 

 

1. Start with yourself and assess your interests, abilities, values, and goals.  

2. Learn about careers by reading the information available in the school library and in the Guidance                

Office and by talking to people about their jobs. 

3. See your counselor who will help you match your interests, abilities, and goals to schools and /or                 

programs that offer preparation for the kind of work in which you are interested. 

4. If possible, test your interests through work experience during your summer vacation, after-school             

time, and weekends. Another work alternative is participation in a co-op or work based learning               

class that gives school credit for working. 

5. Keep your options open. Today, people can look forward to more than one career during a lifetime                 

of work as they learn new skills and try other occupations. Mobility, flexibility, and adaptability to                

work requirements will be key ingredients for the workforce of the future. 
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ACCE is an economic development public/private partnership that makes college available debt-free 

to high school and home-schooled graduates by funding NRCC tuition for two years. 

ACCE will support the youth of participating counties by making college within reach.  

With the support of ACCE, students will graduate from NRCC prepared to join the workforce or 

transfer to a four-year university without college debt. 

ACCE supports as many students as possible based on student need and funds available for the 

program. 

 

Requirements: 

● Students must have at least a 2.5 GPA to qualify and must maintain a 2.5 GPA while in the program. 

● Students must first complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) in order to               

participate. 

● Students are required to participate in 80 hours of community service annually. 

● Student must maintain full-time enrollment of 12 credits. 

● Funds will support up to 15 credits during fall and spring semesters. 

● Students must reimburse the program for any ACCE-sponsored course in which the student is              

unsuccessful. 

● Students must purchase their own textbooks. 

● Students must enroll in a degree or certificate program that meets federal financial aid requirements. 

● Students must take a College Success Skills course during their first NRCC semester. 

● Students may not take online courses during the first semester, except College Success Skills. 

● It is strongly recommended that students do not work during their first semester to ensure greater                

academic success. 

 

See your school counselor or NRCC Career Coach for more information. 

 

NRCC Educational Foundation 

5251 College Drive, Dublin, VA 24084 

540-674-3618 

www.nr.edu/acce 
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1. How do I arrange for a conference with a teacher? 

When requested, the counselor will arrange a conference between parents and multiple teachers. If a parent                

would like to contact teachers to arrange an individual conference, please telephone the main office at 951-5706                 

and leave a message or email the teacher.  Teacher emails are available on Portal as well as the BHS website. 

 

2. How can I determine how my daughter/son is progressing in school! 

Report cards are issued to the students five school days after the end of each nine weeks grading period. The final                     

report cards will be mailed to the address on record. Teachers are also encouraged to notify parents of a potential                    

failure. Parent Portal allows access to students’ grades to date. 

 

3. How can a student prepare for an independent or international program? 

Any student who plans to study in another country and/or through another institutional program and wishes to                 

receive credit from Blacksburg High School must receive prior written approval from the principal to assure                

receiving proper credit. 

 

4. How are schedule changes made? 

Because student/parent involvement is extensive during program planning, there should be very few requests              

made for schedule changes. Only extremely urgent and legitimate requests will be honored and must be                

submitted in writing within the first ten (10) school days of the school year. The signature of a parent/guardian is                    

required. No change is authorized until these steps are completed and the student is instructed by the Guidance                  

Office to follow the new schedule. 

 

5. How are level changes made? 

Level changes may be made up to three days after issuance of the first nine weeks report. These changes will only                     

be granted if there is room available in the requested course level. Level changes following that period will be                   

limited to cases with extenuating circumstances at the Principal’s discretion. 

 

6. What about dropping courses? 

If a student drops a course after ten (10) days of membership in the course, the grade will be recorded as a “WF”                       

(Withdrawal Failing - computed as an F) for the year in which the course is dropped. Levels in a subject may be                      

changed up to three (3) days after the issuance of the first nine weeks report. Exceptions to this provision may be                     

granted by the Principal in cases of extenuating circumstances. 

 

7. What mark must a student receive to pass a subject and thereby earn a credit? 

Annual grades are used to determine if a student passes a subject and receives credit for a course. The teacher                    

determines if credit is given by averaging the semester grades. A student achieving a numerical average of 60 or                   

above will be granted credit for a course if the student meets appropriate criteria.  

 

8. Is my child assigned to a particular counselor? 

Students are assigned to counselors alphabetically. Counselor assignments are made in part, to organize records               

accurately and to provide consistency in developmental guidance and counseling programming. Current            

counselor assignments are as follows: 

Kate Buchanan 9th - 12th Grades A -D 

Chad Cox 9th - 12th Grades E-L 

Emily Dwoyer 9th - 12th Grades M-R 

Shelley Blumenthal 9th - 12th Grades S-Z 

 

9. May students take college courses that are not offered at BHS? 

Students are not allowed to enroll in a college course unless they have exhausted all course offerings in the                   

appropriate department, have met necessary requirements for college admission, and have received            

administrative approval. Student must fill out an external course request, available from their Guidance              

Counselor. 

 

10. What is the grading scale and how is class rank determined? 

See the “School Profile” in the beginning of this handbook. 
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1. In what year of school should a student begin thinking about making a college choice? 

We believe the high school freshman should begin thinking seriously about making a college choice. It may be helpful for                    

him/her to make a list of the desired collegiate characteristics. The list might include the following: major, geographic location                   

of college, size of enrollment preferred, two year or four year institution, etc. There are over 2,800 institutions of higher                    

learning in this country. A list similar to the one indicated will help the student reduce the choices to a manageable few. Use                       

the college search feature at Collegeboard.org for assistance. 

 

2. What are the most significant factors colleges consider in accepting or rejecting students 

We believe the most important factors are the high school grade point average (which determines the class rank) and the                    

strength of the student’s curriculum. However, SAT Reasoning scores, SAT Subject scores, ACT scores and school references                 

are also important considerations. 

 

3. Are extracurricular activities important in college selection? 

Extracurricular activities can be an important factor if the student has a good academic average. It should be remembered that                    

colleges are more interested in quality than quantity when evaluating a candidate’s extracurricular program. 

 

4. Do colleges consider the kinds of courses taken by the student? 

When evaluating transcripts, colleges certainly are aware if a student has taken advanced level courses and in areas a student                    

has excelled or done poorly. 

 

5. When does a high school student apply for college admission? 

We suggest that our students apply early in the senior year. Students must carefully consider application deadlines and test                   

score requirements (e.g., SAT, ACT). In most situations, students should take the SAT in the spring of the junior year and fall                      

of the senior year. Students are required to take the PSAT in their sophomore year as part of MCPS testing. Juniors may sign                       

up to take the PSAT. 

 

6. What does college accreditation mean? 

Accreditation means that an institution has been evaluated and found to possess the necessary staff, facilities, and resources to                   

give reasonable assurance of accomplishing its objectives. There are six regional accrediting associations. The one for our area                  

is the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 

 

7. Must a college be accredited to be considered a good school? 

There are some reputable non-accredited institutions, and one of these may offer a particular individual more than an                  

accredited institution, especially if the individual is interested in a highly specialized area. However, it must be emphasized                  

that public recognition of the standing of a college carries great weight with other institutions (e.g., in transferring credits),                   

graduate and professional schools, and prospective employers. 

 

8. How important are Advanced Placement (AP) courses in the college admissions process? 

We encourage each student to select the strongest academic program that he or she can effectively handle. The most selective                    

colleges expect students to have a very challenging curriculum within the offerings available at the secondary school. A student                   

should consider AP course(s) with the understanding that each is extraordinarily demanding and that some successful AP                 

course work may be necessary to realistically compete for a place in a most selective college’s freshman class. 

 

9. What about financial aid? 

1. Students should always communicate with the Financial Aid Officer of the school of their choice. Make it clear that                   

you are interested in applying for financial aid.  Limited questions get limited responses. 

2. In determining a student’s financial need, two elements must be considered: 

a.  The amount of money the student and his/her family can reasonably be expected to contribute in an 

                               academic year; and 

b.  The expense of the education for the academic year at the institution of higher learning the student 

                               plans to attend. 

3. All schools require the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Many colleges also require the                

CSS/Financial Aid Profile and/or their own institutional forms. These forms are usually available online in October                

of the senior year. 

4. Each November we will offer an evening Financial Aid Workshop for students and their parents. 

  

19 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration 

During the months of January and February, Blacksburg High School will conduct registration. During the               

registration timeframe, students will select courses online using the options listed on the grade specific               

registration card. A parent or guardian is required to sign the registration form. This request for parent signature                  

constitutes the formal notification to the parent of the student’s course requests for this school year. 

 

General Information 

1. Internship and co-op students will be permitted no more than 2 blocks of release time per day.  

 

2. Academic lab classes will be made available to any student with an individualized education plan who                

requests one.  Study hall is available for students with 3 or more AP or DE courses.  

 

3.     REGISTRATION:  Be sure you understand what is expected of you in each class.  Select your courses and 

alternates very carefully.  Review credits earned and courses taken to be certain you are meeting graduation 

requirements. Complete the registration form accurately and return it as instructed with your parent’s signature               

and your English, Math, Social Studies, Foreign Language, and Science teachers’ initials to show their 

recommendations.  

 

4. Math placements for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II will be made by the school and based on multiple                   

pieces of student data. Students who successfully complete Algebra II may register for elective upper math                

courses. A grade of “C” or better is strongly recommended before advancing to the next year in math beyond                   

Algebra II or foreign language. 
 

5. All students must list at least alternative electives on the registration sheet. It is very possible that                 

scheduling, especially of courses offered only one period, may prevent students from taking every              

course they request.  Failure to list alternates may result in the student not being scheduled until school starts. 

 

6. For registration purposes, students will assume that they will pass every course in which they are                

presently enrolled. Adjustments will be made during the summer for students who fail courses and also for                 

students who attend summer school. According to the Montgomery County School Board Policy, a student must                

earn five credits, including English to move to the 10th grade, 11 credits, including two English classes, to move to 

11th grade, and 17 credits, including three English classes, to move to 12th grade. 

 

 

 

Schedule Change Requests 

Schedule change requests will typically not be accepted in the summer with the following exceptions: 

 

1. Students who complete courses in summer school for which they are registered in 2018-2019. Students in                

this situation will be moved on to the next level as appropriate (e.g. failed English 9 in 2017-18, repeated                   

successfully in summer 2018, moved to English 10 in 2018-19). 

2. Administrators’ adjustments for IEP and 504 requirements, Freshman English Progressive students, and            

Algebra Readiness. 

3. Seniors registered for DE English 12 Literature who completed AP English Language with a “2” or “1” on                  

the AP exam will be moved to DE English 12 Composition. 

4. Principal’s discretion. 

5. Information regarding additional schedule change opportunities will be distributed in May. 

 

● In accordance with MCPS Policy, students may request schedule course changes within the first ten days                

of school. For consideration, students must complete the course change request form, have it signed by a                 

parent/guardian, and returned to the Guidance Office, after the first day of school.  
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●  Requests will be considered on a space available basis (e.g. Art I to Piano Lab) 

● If you are assigned a course you did not request or did not select as one of your alternates (alternate                     

requests were necessary to resolve conflicts, due to overcrowded courses resolved by seniority or CTE               

Completer Sequencing, or when a course desired is not offered), efforts will be made to consider your                 

change request 

● If you are assigned to a teacher with whom you took a class last school year and failed, we will make                     

efforts to re-assign you if possible 

● If a student requests a teacher change, it will be considered only if the receiving section of the same course                    

is smaller than the requested sending course (e.g. a student desires to move from a section of 27 students                   

to one which has 22) which will assist in balancing class sizes 

● Exceptions to the aforementioned may be made by the Blacksburg High School Principal 

● The entire master schedule, as well as the hiring of teaching personnel, is based on               

registration; therefore, you should not anticipate changes in individual schedules once the            

master schedule is finalized. 

● Enrollment in all programs is open to all qualified students without regard to race, color, creed, religious                 

affiliation, sex, or disabilities. 

 

Level Changes 

In accordance with MCPS Policy, students may request level changes through the three days subsequent               

to the issuance of the first report card (10 weeks and 3 days). We will make efforts to move a student’s                     

level provided space is available. A change in one’s level for a subject area often necessitates a change in                   

the section of one or more class periods or teachers. Level changes following that period will be limited to                   

cases with extenuating circumstances at the Principal’s discretion.  

 

Dropping Courses 

If a student drops a course after ten (10) days of membership in the course, the grade will be recorded as a “WF”                       

(Withdrawal Failing – computed as an F) for the year in which the course is dropped. Levels in a subject may be                      

changed up to 3 days after the issuance of the first nine weeks report. Exceptions to this provision may be granted                     

by the Principal in cases of extenuating circumstances. 

 

External and Virtual Virginia Courses 

Virtual Advanced Placement classes are also available through the Virginia Department of Education. Classes are               

free for students that are participating in the Early College Scholars Program.  

Early College Scholars http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/senioryearplus/earlycollegescholars.shtml 

Virtual Virginia http://www.virtualvirginia.org 

Virtual Virginia and other external courses are to be options for students with extenuating schedule conflicts and for                  

courses not offered at BHS (e.g. Chinese).You must fill out an external course form to request permission, available                  

from your counselor. An external course form is not required for Virtual Virginia courses.  

 

Exam Exemption For Schools Using Traditional Scheduling 

As a positive incentive and reward for those students whose grades, attendance, and behavior is exemplary, the                 

following procedure is an available option: 

 

All second semester seniors qualifying as spring graduates who have a grade average for the year of an “A” or “B” in                      

the course through the week preceding the examination may choose to be exempt from taking the second semester                  

examination and may accept the currently earned grade. 

 

Students in grades 9-11 who meet the following attendance/grade standards for the year will be eligible for second                  

semester examination exemption. Students with an “A” or “B” average through the week preceding the examination                

with no more than three (3) total absences in block classes for the year. Students who pass CTE certification or SOL                     

for that course will be exempt.  They may choose to take the final to improve their grade.  

 

Students may choose to take the exam if they qualify for exam exemption. The exam will only count if it raises the                      

grade for those students who qualify for exemption but who opt to take the exam. Any assignment to out-of-school                   

suspension (O.S.S.) will eliminate the student from exempting exams. Four (4) cumulative days of in-school               

suspension (I.S.S.) will eliminate a student from examination exemption. 
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SOL (Standards of Learning) End-of-Course Final Exam Waiver Policy 

 

Any student enrolled in a math, science, English, or social studies class, which requires a SOL (Standards of                  

Learning) end-of-course test administration will receive a final exam waiver if he/she passes the respective SOL                

exam.  The specific courses eligible for final exam waivers are:  

 

>Earth Science >World/History Geography I >Algebra I >English 11 Reading  

 >Biology I >World History Geography II >Geometry >English 11 Writing 

  >Chemistry >U.S. History >Algebra II  

 

Students in grades 9-12 must meet the following criteria for the term to receive a verified credit for the course:  

 

1. Complete and pass the Virginia Department of Education SOL end-of-course test examination. (An             

exception for extenuating circumstances must have principal approval.) 

 

2. Complete the essential understandings, knowledge, skills and processes in the VDOE Curriculum            

Frameworks, while maintaining a passing grade in the course preceding the SOL end-of-course text              

examination.  

 

Students may also choose to take a final exam. The exam will only count if it raises the grade for those students                      

who opt to take the examination. 

 

Cooperative Education Classes 

Several courses in the curriculum are cooperative education courses and include a supervised work experience               

outside of the school as a major component of the class. Each of these courses is clearly designated as such at the                      

top of the course description. To receive credit for this course each student must register a specific number of                   

clock hours outside of the classroom on the job site. The work experience contributes towards 50% of the grade                   

for the class. 

 

The student may sign up for 0, 1, or 2 blocks of work release (any additional blocks of work release would require                      

administrative approval. Students in these courses are required to leave the campus immediately after the early                

release from school. Students will be assisted in job placement by the instructor and are expected in all cases to                    

have a job within two weeks of the beginning of the school year. 

 

Advanced Placement 

All AP classes are weighted. All students must take mid-year exams. Students taking the national exam at year                  

end do not have to take June semester exams. Grades for the second semester are based on the average of the last                      

two nine weeks’ grades. Although grades are weighted, students are advised that F’s do not carry credit or weight.                   

A final grade for the year will be calculated based on the average of the two semester grades. Financial assistance                    

may be available for the AP examinations for qualified students. 

 

 

Class Limits 

The number of students allowed in each class is set at specific limits for educationally sound reasons including                  

regulations set by the state Department of Education, OSHA and the fire marshall. Exceeding the limit set for the                   

class is done only with the approval of the administration and only under extreme circumstances. 
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Dual Enrollment 

 

All four Montgomery County Public High Schools offer dual enrolled courses through New             

River Community College (NRCC) and Rochester Institute for Technology. The courses are            

taught at the individual high schools and follow the college course syllabi.  

 

Each student wanting to enroll in a dual enrollment class with NRCC must have a current                

college application on file with parental signature and the residency portion of            

the application completed at the time of registration. If this is not done by              

registration, the student will not be enrolled in the course. It is very important              

that the student and the parent/guardian complete this paperwork for the student to be              

granted college credit.  

 

Blacksburg High School also offers dual enrollment in pre-engineering, (Project Lead the            

Way Engineering), through forty four colleges and universities (PLTW affiliate colleges) . 
 

Both high school and college credits are awarded upon the successful completion of a dual               

enrolled course.  

 

Dual Enrollment college credits may transfer to another college or university, but acceptance             

of transfer college credits is always up to the receiving institution. 

 

For additional information, or if you have questions about dual enrolled classes, you may              

contact: 

 

Rick Weaver, CTE Supervisor, Montgomery County Public Schools, 382-5100 

Roy Jones, Career Coach, Blacksburg High School, 951-5715 

Angela Lawson, Career Pathways Coordinator, 674-3600, ext. 4403, New River Community           

College 

 

  

23 

http://www.pltw.org/Engineering/engineering.cfm%20
http://www.pltw.org/Engineering/engineering.cfm%20
http://www.pltw.org/newsite/Engineering/Contact/Affiliates.cfm%20


 

 

 

 

TENTATIVE FOUR-YEAR PLAN 

 

Name:                                      Sex:  M / F  Birthdate:      /     /       Phone: #                         Student #:  

Last                        First                            M.I.  

DIPLOMA EXPECTED:         22 Credit ____ 26 Credit  

EDUCATIONAL PLANS: Community College Four Year College Enter Work Force Technical             

School        Military 

CAREER 

PLANS:_______________________________________________________________________________

________________  
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*
May be taken at any grade level

 

Standard Diploma (22 Units): 4 units in English, 3 units in Math, 3 units in Science, and 3 units in Social Studies, 2 units in H/PE, 1 CTE unit, 1 Fine Arts unit, 1 Economics and 

Personal Finance unit (meets the required virtual course experience needed for graduation), 4 additional electives (including 2 sequential electives).  Six (6) verified credits 

required (see handbook for details). 
 

Advanced Studies Diploma (26): 4 units in English, 4 units in Math (must include Algebra I & three courses above that level), 4 units in Science (from 3 different disciplines), 4 

units in Social Studies, 3 units in Foreign Language (or 2 units in 2 different languages), 2 units in H/PE, 1 CTE unit, 1 Fine Arts unit, 1 Economics and Personal Finance unit 

(meets the required virtual course experience needed for graduation), 1-2 additional elective. Nine (9) verified credits required (see handbook for details).
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How Should the Eligibility Process Work? 

 

Grades 9 and 10 

 

● Student takes academic college-preparatory courses, preferably one in each of the following            

areas: English, math, science, social studies and foreign language. The student should            

compare course selection against the list of NCAA-approved core courses. 

 

Grade 11 

 

● Student continues to take college preparatory courses in the areas listed above. 

● Student registers for the SAT and/or ACT, making sure to use code 9999 at the time of                 

registration. Using code 9999 will ensure the score is reported directly to the Eligibility              

Center. 

● Student registers with the NCAA Eligibility Center and completes both the academic 

information and the amateurism questionnaire.  

● At the end of the student’s sixth semester, student should request that the guidance counselor               

sends the student’s transcript (or transcripts, if more than one high school) to the Eligibility               

Center. 

 

Grade 12 

 

● Student continues to take college preparatory courses in English, math, science, social studies             

and foreign language. 

● Student registers for additional ACT/SAT tests if necessary, making sure to use code 9999 at               

the time of registration. 

● On or after April 1 of the senior year, the student goes back into their Eligibility Center                 

account to update their academic and amateurism information and request final amateurism            

certification. 

● After graduation, student should request that the guidance counselor sends the student’s            

final transcript (which needs to include evidence and the date that the student graduated) to               

the Eligibility Center 

 

 

 

* Information taken from www.eligibilitycenter.org 
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NOTICE TO ALL PARENTS OF STUDENTS ATTENDING THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND ALL STUDENTS CURRENTLY ATTENDING THE 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS WHO HAVE REACHED THE AGE OF 18 

 

STUDENT RECORDS 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law that governs              

the maintenance of student records. Under the law, parents of students, or students if they are                

18 years of age or older (“eligible students”), have the following rights: 

 

1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days of the               

day the school division receives a request for access. Parents or eligible students should              

submit to the relevant school principal or other appropriate school official a written request              

that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect. The school official will make arrangements              

for access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place where the records may                  

be inspected. 

 

2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent              

or eligible student believes are inaccurate or misleading. Parents or eligible students may ask              

the school to amend a record they believe is inaccurate or misleading. They should write the                

school principal or appropriate school official, clearly identify the part of the record they want               

changed, and specify why it is inaccurate or misleading. If the school decides not to amend the                 

record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the school will notify the parent or                

eligible student of the decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request                 

for amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to            

the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing. 

 

3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in            

the student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without             

consent. Several exceptions exist to the rule requiring consent before release of personally             

identifiable information. One exception permits disclosure to school officials with legitimate           

educational interests in the information. For the purposes of this exception, a school official is               

a person employed by the school as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff              

member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person             

serving on the School Board; a person or company with whom the School has contracted to                

perform a special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a               

parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance              

committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks. A school official               

has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order                

to fulfill his or her professional responsibility. A second notable exception to the consent rule               

relates to the disclosure of education records to officials of another school district in which a                

student seeks or intends to enroll. The Montgomery County Public Schools disclose such             

records without prior consent. A third exception to the consent rule relates to the disclosure of                

“directory information.” Please see the discussion below regarding Montgomery County Public           

Schools’ policy regarding directory information. 

 

 

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged              

failures by the School to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address of                

the Office that administers FERPA are: 
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Family Policy Compliance Office 

U.S. Department of Education 

400 Maryland Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20202-4605 

 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION 

 

As is discussed above, FERPA requires the Montgomery County Public Schools, with            

certain exceptions, to obtain your written consent prior to the disclosure of personally             

identifiable information from your child’s education records. However, the school district may            

disclose appropriately designated “directory information” without written consent, unless you          

have advised the school district to the contrary in accordance with district procedures. The              

primary purpose of directory information is to allow the school district to include this type of                

information from your child’s education records in certain school publications, such as: a             

playbill showing your student’s role in a drama production; the annual yearbook; honor roll or               

other recognition lists; graduation programs; and sports activity sheets (e.g., for wrestling            

events, and which show weight and height of team members). 

 

Directory information is generally not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if             

released. FERPA permits the school district to disclose directory information to outside            

organizations without a parent’s prior written consent. Outside organizations include, but are            

not limited to, companies that manufacture class rings or publish yearbooks. In addition, two              

federal laws require local school districts that receive federal money under the Elementary and              

Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) to provide military recruiters, upon request, with             

information from three directory information categories - names, addresses and telephone           

listings - unless parents have advised the school district that they do not want their student’s                

information disclosed without  
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Southwest Virginia Governor’s School for Science, Mathematics and Technology 

 

The Southwest Virginia Governor's School for Science, Mathematics, and Technology is one of eight schools               

established by the Governor of Virginia to create special educational opportunities to students with aptitude               

and interest in science and mathematics. The school utilizes the combined resources of the participating               

school divisions to provide programs which facilitate the acquisition of scientific and technical knowledge              

through laboratory investigation and research. 

 

Students attend the Governor's School for half a day to take science, math, and research classes. The                 

students not only acquire credit necessary for graduation from high school, but they earn college credit as                 

well. Students take away not only the knowledge they have gained through texts, lectures, and labs; but they                  

also take away the knowledge they have acquired from "real world" experiences. These experiences include               

presentations by visiting scientists, three month internships in the fields of their choice, and various field                

research. 

 

The SWVGS is located in Pulaski, with busses running from Christiansburg High School each day.               

Admission is very competitive. Students may apply during their sophomore year. Please contact Diane Naff               

with the Gifted Program at dnaff@mcps.org for more information. 

 

 

 

Career and Technical Seals 

 

To earn a Career and Technical Education Seal, a student must 

 

● fulfill the requirements for either a standard or advanced studies diploma, and 

● complete a prescribed sequence of courses in a CTE concentration or specialization,            

and 

● maintain a B or better average in CTE courses, or 

● pass an exam that confers certification from a recognized industry, trade, or            

professional association or 

● acquire a professional license in a career and technical field. 

 

To earn an Advanced Mathematics and Technology Seal, a student must 

 

● fulfill the requirements for either a standard or advanced studies diploma, and 

● satisfy all mathematics requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma with a B            

average or better, and 

● pass an exam that confers certification from a recognized industry, trade, or            

professional association, or 

● pass an exam approved by the Board that confers college-level credit in a technology              

or computer science area. 
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